Decision-making Tool to Determine Whether a Thesis Requires Research Ethics Board (REB) Evaluation

Does the thesis fall under any of the following
circumstances?

a. The data collection process involves human
participants (e.g., through interviews, focus
groups, questionnaires, observations, or any
other data-gathering method).

b. The thesis requires the use of previously
collected data containing information about
human subjects that is not publicly available.

c. The thesis involves the integration of
multiple datasets containing information—
whether public or not—about human subjects.
(Integration refers to the process of cross-
referencing two distinct datasets to establish
connections between the data.)

No prior approval from the
REB is required before
starting the thesis

A request must be
submitted to the REB before
starting the thesis




