
Decision-making Tool to Determine Whether a Supervised Project Requires Research Ethics Board (REB) Evaluation 

Will the supervised 
project make use of 
data collection from 

individuals 
(interviews, surveys, 
observations, etc.) 

and/or will the project 
make use of data 
already collected 
(secondary use of 
data) that relate to 

individuals?

No

Yes

Academic case 
study

Specific research 
mandate

Yes

No prior approval from the 
REB is required before 
starting the supervised 

project

Supervised project 
in an organizational 

context
No prior approval from 

the REB is required 
before starting the 
supervised project

Does your project correspond to one of the 
following situations: 
a. Data collection from patients
b. Data collection from minors
c. Data collection from individuals working in 
the health-care system
d. Data collection or subject matter involving 
individuals with disabilities or intellectual 
impairment 
e. Data collection or subject matter involving 
illegal activities 
f. Data collection or subject matter involving 
First Nations, Inuit, Metis of Canada or 
Aboriginal people of any origin
g. Data collection involving behavioural 
manipulation, deception or trickeryh. Data 
collection that may harm the physical or 
psychological integrity of the individuals 
involved. 
i. Data collection or subject matter on a 
sensitive or delicate subject, information or 
situations that may place students, 
participants, their teacher or the School at 
significant risk. 
j. The project is funded by MITACS

A request must be 
submitted to the REB 

before starting the 
supervised project.

No

Inform the individuals 
concerned by the data 

collection that it is carried 
out as part of a mandate 

on behalf of an 
organization or that it will 
be used for an academicl 

case study, and obtain 
their consent

 



Decision-making Tool to Determine Whether a Thesis Requires Research Ethics Board (REB) Evaluation 

 

 

No

A request must be 
submitted to the REB before 

starting the thesis

No prior approval from the 
REB is required before 

starting the thesis
Does the thesis fall under any of the following 
circumstances?
a. The data collection process involves human 
participants (e.g., through interviews, focus 
groups, questionnaires, observations, or any 
other data-gathering method).
b. The thesis requires the use of previously 
collected data containing information about 
human subjects that is not publicly available.
c. The thesis involves the integration of 
multiple datasets containing information—
whether public or not—about human subjects. 
(Integration refers to the process of cross-
referencing two distinct datasets to establish 
connections between the data.)

Yes

 

 
 

 


