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NextAI identifies talented teams and
individuals with ambitious ideas and leverages
Canada’s leadership in AI to provide funding,
mentorship, education and a network
to disrupt industries.
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NextAI is a NEXT Canada program delivered
in two of Canada’s AI hotbeds: Montreal
and Toronto. NextAI – Montreal is delivered
in partnership with HEC Montréal
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OUR DIRECTOR

A WORD FROM

Resilience, passion and resourcefulness are just a few of the qualities that
describe the entrepreneurs who have formed the first cohort of the NextAI
– Montreal program. Our first year has been challenging and full of surprises,
both for the entrepreneurs and the NextAI – Montreal team, who have been
able to build a solid program that is quickly becoming a benchmark in
our community.
With your help, we can continue to support these graduating ventures as they
build AI-driven products that will have lasting and positive effects on our society,
economy and environment. There is no doubt that the widespread adoption
of AI methods and tools will have a major impact on our generation, and, with
coordination and dedication, the Montreal ecosystem can play a key role in
this disruption.
I want to take this opportunity to thank Bank of Montreal and Power Corporation
of Canada, the visionary partners who have embarked on this journey with us
and are fueling the passion of these entrepreneurs by providing non-dilutive
funding to the ventures.
And finally, I’m very proud to recognize the engagement of the Ministère
de l’Économie et de l’Innovation du Québec, who has enabled this program
and supported Executive Education HEC Montréal’s efforts to help and educate
early stage ventures.
Get to know them here!

Julien Billot
Program Director
NextAI – Montreal

Executive Education
HEC Montréal:
At the heart of the
technological revolution
Thanks to the Creative Destruction Lab (CDL) and NextAI programs, and
our partnerships with IVADO (Institute for Data Valorization) and SCALE AI,
the AI-powered supply chain supercluster, we at HEC Montréal are positioning
ourselves as one of the top players in the Montreal ecosystem for high-tech
entrepreneurial support.
Under the auspices of Executive Education HEC Montréal, these programs
and partnerships are helping build momentum and develop a wide range
of expertise in AI applications targeting a variety of sectors.

Executive Education HEC Montréal has also created a full set of open-enrolment
seminars and custom in-house training programs focusing on big data and
business intelligence, as well as a new partnership with Queen’s Executive
Education to offer artificial intelligence and data analytics programs.

hec.ca/ed
514-340-6001

Take your

business startup skills
to new heights

NextAI is an entrepreneur accelerator program that provides extensive academic
learning opportunities to support innovative entrepreneurial initiatives.
We work hand in hand with businesses and guide them through an intensive program
to hone their technical and entrepreneurial skills, from product ideation to
prototyping through to market validation.
Together, our world-class professors, mentors and experts are building the next
generation of AI entrepreneurs based in Montreal and serving the world.

What sets
us apart

AI INVESTORS

• Guidance and insight
from some of the best
researchers and business
mentors in the Canadian
AI ecosystem
• Hands-on workshops led
by experienced
entrepreneurs, investors
and service organizations

ACADEMIC
& RESEARCH
BUSINESSES

• Access to state-of-theart AI tools and an
AI-friendly collaborative
work space
• Assistance for
international applicants

STARTUP
COMMUNITY

GOVERNMENT

@_NextAI
nextai.com

50+

Cohort of
entrepreneurs every year

200+ hours
of teaching, networking, workshops
and mentoring

7 months of incubation

Up to

at HEC Montréal facilities
in the Mile-Ex district
of Montreal

in funding

$150 000

Focus on
diversity
and
inclusion

Canada-wide program
active in two cities:
Montreal and Toronto

Experts and Mentors
Technical Faculty
• Graham Taylor, University of Guelph
• Sanja Fidler, University of Toronto
• Kyunghyun Cho, New York University
• Yoshua Bengio, Université de Montréal
• Joëlle Pineau, McGill

Academic Team
Denis Grégoire, Academic Director –
Business Faculty and Associate Professor,
Department of Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, HEC Montréal
Laurent Charlin, Academic Director –
Technical Faculty and Assistant Professor,
Department of Decision Sciences,
HEC Montréal
François Bellavance, Professor,
Department of Decision Sciences,
HEC Montréal

Business Faculty
• Ajay Agrawal, University of Toronto
• Ramana Nanda,
Harvard Business School
• Hong Luo, Harvard Business School
• Ann-Frances Cameron, HEC Montréal
• Andrew Maxwell, York University

VENTURES
2019
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COMPANIES IN

industries

Healthcare

Education

Insurance

Supply
chain

Security

Retail

Business
solutions

Multimedia

APPRENTX
About

Key facts

We have developed the B12 application,
which offers personalized post-training
programs aimed at countering the
forgetting curve and putting new
knowledge into practice. B12 leverages
cognitive science, artificial intelligence
and advanced analytics to enhance memory
and skill development, while providing
administrators insight into the level of
confidence and performance of employees.

• $117K ARR from large corporate accounts
in different verticals with growth of
200% annually
• More than 1,000 active users growing
each month by 100%
• 60 years of combined experience in
the learning and development industry
and a successful exit

Participants
Place of birth

Charles-Olivier Demers
Sherbrooke, Canada

Jean-Philippe Bradette
Chicoutimi, Canada

Incorporation Date: September 2018

Julie Castonguay

Baie-Comeau, Canada

Contact: info@apprentx.rocks

AQUANTIX
About

Key facts

Aquantix’s mission is solving the world’s
global water supply problem. Water is
not evenly distributed on the planet, and
more than a third of the planet lives
in water-scarce regions. Aquantix believes
it’s possible to solve this global distribution
problem by protecting farmers and
industry from water scarcity through
insurance products.

• Gain partnerships with a network
of sustainable investors
• Onboard 3 clients in Montreal
and 3 in the US
• Scale solution to companies
in all industries and most regions
of the planet

Participants
Place of birth

Abdy Sajous

Montreal, Canada

Seynabou Gueye Ndiaye
Dakar, Senegal

Incorporation Date: November 2017

Contact: steven.fortier@aquantix.ca

ARTHUR
INTELLIGENCE
About

Key facts

Arthur’s long-term mission is to become the
AI OS that powers the medical clinic of the
future. Our first step in this journey is to
build a business intelligence tool for dental
clinics. Our dashboards help clinic managers
save management time, make better
business decisions and grow their revenues.

• 17 clinics using Arthur | 5 on freemium |
12 on premium
• $25K ARR + $70K co-development
with a client over the next 4 months
• Fully bootstrapped + first hire is PhD in AI

Participants
Place of birth

Gregory Benko-Prieur
Montreal, Canada

Philippe Hébert
Longueuil, Canada

Incorporation Date: December 2017

Contact: gregory@goarthur.ai

BLUE CITY
TECHNOLOGY
About

Key facts

Blue City Technology has developed a
real-time multi-modal traffic monitoring
system using LiDAR technology and
powered by artificial intelligence.
The technology provides an easy-to-use,
accurate and cost-efficient solution for
cities to monitor their traffic networks
in real time, improve traffic safety and
reduce congestion.

• Our MVP is currently being tested
through 4 pilots (2 in Canada,
2 in Asia-Pacific)
• We won the Quebec Association of
Transportation best startup award
• We have recently hired a data scientist
to speed up product development

Participants
Place of birth

Asad Lesani
Sari, Iran

Incorporation Date: April 2018

Ian Boyd

Halifax, Canada
Contact: info@bluecitytechnology.com

CALIXA
About

Key facts

Calixa Technologies enables the delivery
of personalized experiences in physical
stores through real-time visual detection
and recognition of the products that
shoppers interact with and provides
context-aware product recommendations
aimed at elevating sales conversion and
customer delight.

• Highly practical and proactive team with
exceptional skill complementarity
• Prototype deployed and discussions
in progress with the Retail Innovation
Foundry and apparel retailers for
early pilots
• Friends and family round of $75K (SAFEs)
ongoing, with $50K already committed

Participants
Place of birth

Sokmean Nou

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

José Renato Villela Dantas
São Paulo, Brazil

Incorporation Date: February 2019

Victor Deleau

Villeneuve-d’Asq, France

Contact: sokmean@calixa.co

CIVALGO
About

Key facts

Civalgo is an integrated web app solution
allowing construction companies to
grow and reduce risk using historical
performance data.

• Civalgo helps contractors optimize
their operations, reducing their cost
by up to 40%
• Our scheduling tool is linked with live
performance feedback
• Speed of execution data uses AI to
predict cost, delays and resources

Participants
Place of birth

Gabriel Croteau
Montreal, Canada

Incorporation Date: October 2017

Alexandre Champoux
Montreal, Canada

Samuel Croteau
Montreal, Canada

Contact: info@civalgo.com

DOT
About

Key facts

DOT uses a data-driven approach to mental
health. To do so, we have developed a
wearable headset that reads brainwave
activity and uses artificial intelligence to
predict different mental health conditions.
We provide neurotherapy through games
we have developed on our application.

• Prototype headset has helped over
650 children with ADHD, improving
cognition by up to 85%
• Worked with Texas Medical Center
to refine our product and algorithms
for a year
• Launching product in September with
influencers like Jacqueline Seinfeld
and ADHD Kazim Trust

Participant
Place of birth

Yishel Khan

Karachi, Pakistan
Incorporation Date: May 2015

Contact: yishel.khan@dotmindunlocked.com

EDURO
About

Key facts

Eduro is building an engine that puts
manufacturing on autopilot. We use IoT and
AI to learn patterns of critical processes in
your facility to detect bottlenecks, automate
communication and optimize the flow of
material throughout your internal supply
chain. This helps reduce your costs and
increase margins.

• 3 verticals targeted, 2 pilots confirmed
• 2 partnerships in discussion
• 3 patents in progress

Participants
Place of birth

Gibran Kichlu

Hyderabad, India
Incorporation Date: January 2019

Akshay Vishwakarma
Chandigarh, India

Contact: gibran.kichlu@eduro.ai

EMAWW
About

Key facts

We detect emotions in touch-screen
interactions to empower users with
emotional awareness and researchers
with insight.

• Built a patent-pending AI that detects
emotions in touch-screen interactions
• Talking with high-level executives at
Qualtrics, Kantar and Publicis
• First touch emotion analytics software
to be released in November

Participant
Place of birth

Alicia Heraz

Béjaïa, Algeria
Incorporation Date: January 2016

Contact: info@emaww.com

FLARE SYSTEMS
About

Key facts

Flare Systems enables cybersecurity teams to
detect and stop cyberattacks before they
become costly breaches. We provide our
customers with knowledge about the tactics,
techniques and strategies used against them
and detect any compromised data. Our
intelligence shortens the time to detect
compromised data on the dark, deep and clear
net, so that our customers can swiftly act prior
to misuse of their data and vulnerabilities.

• Closing a 1M$ seed round by the end
of September
• Working with major banks in Montreal
and Toronto
• Channel partnerships underway
for global sales

Participants
Place of birth

Aamna Zia

Islamabad, Pakistan

Incorporation Date: May 2017

Mathieu Lavoie
Montreal, Canada

Israël Hallé

Rimouski, Canada

Contact: hello@flare.systems

GRAY
About

Key facts

Gray is solving resource allocation in
Oncology departments. From staff scheduling
to treatment planning, oncology departments
require the simultaneous management of
a tremendous amount of resources. By
combining resource allocation algorithms
with AI-based outcome prediction models,
Gray identifies the best personalized patient
treatments and creates workflows dedicated
to ensuring optimal patient care.

• Founding team has a proven track record
of success in health care
• Opportunity to have a big impact
in oncology logistics
• Clear path for expansion across
hospital departments

Participant
Place of birth

Marc-Andre Renaud
Montreal, Canada

Incorporation Date: March 2019

Contact: info@graysuite.com

MAIC
About

Key facts

MAIC is building software to make it easy
for anyone to develop software. Our mission
is to make AI happen faster by organizing
the world’s code to power the first
billion developers.

• Business-to-Developer: Significant and
surging addressable market (43M users
on Github)
• Secured pilot test with industry-leading
API vendor (Twilio)
• North Star: Organize the world’s code
to power the next billion developers

Participant
Place of birth

Vaughn DiMarco
Brampton, Canada

Incorporation Date: May 2019

Contact: cortex@maic.software

MAXEN
About

Key facts

Maxen is a software company specialized
in the development of cloud technology
used to minimize the energy consumption
and optimize the efficiency of commercial
buildings. Maxen leverages the latest
artificial intelligence and cloud computing
technologies to stand out and present
solutions that deliver unprecedented
results in energy efficiency

• Completed POC for paying customers
• $960K research project with UBC
for state-of-the-art real-time
decision product
• 10%–20 % reduction of HVAC (heating
and cooling) costs and GES emissions

Participants
Place of birth

Samuel Nadeau-Piuze
Montreal, Canada

Incorporation Date: April 2017

Claude Demers-Belanger
Quebec, Canada

Contact: s.nadeaupiuze@maxentechnology.com

MYELIN
About

Key facts

Some 3,000 scientific papers are published every
day in the field of mental health. At the same
time, public information about psychology is
filled with “fake news,” inefficient interventions or
harmful products advertised as cures. With an
already functional prototype in autism, Myelin
aims to bridge the information gap by
transferring the knowledge from libraries to a
semantic knowledge platform. Anyone struggling
with their mental well-being will be able to access
the right information at the right time.

• A functional prototype co-developed
with key stakeholders in autism
• More than 70,000 concepts and
information that can be used in
tomorrow’s practices
• 2019 Innovation Award Winner
(Quebec Federation of Autism)

Participants
Place of birth

François Menet

Compiègne, France

Incorporation Date: August 2017

Marise Bonenfant
Montreal, Canada

Marc-Olivier Schüle
Kilchberg, Switzerland

Contact: marc-olivier.schule@myelin.solutions

OSSICLES
About

Key facts

Ossicles’ mission is to create technological
tools for performance horses. Their first
product, eQuiet, is a smart wireless earplug
for horses which controls the horses’ sound
environment. It records and transmits,
in real-time, biometric and geolocation
information to a mobile application. Ossicles
is working in collaboration with ETS,
Ericsson, IVADO, CRSNG, and Université
de Montréal faculty of veterinary medicine.

• We connect performance horses to their
owners in a non-invasive way, in real time
• Ossicles eQuiet is the first noisecancelling earplug for horses that
includes health tracking
• The faculty of veterinarian medicine
is helping us build the ML to predict
horses’ health issues

Participants
Place of birth

Daniel Ferland

Montreal, Canada
Incorporation Date: January 2015

Abdallah Bari

Agadir, Morocco
Contact: info@ossiclestech.com

PIECEMEAL
About

Key facts

Piecemeal is an online platform that provides
free tools and a marketplace for restaurants.
Our users can then harness the power of
the community to receive better prices and
services from vendors. This way, we are
giving back the power to the restaurant
operators, and they can run a more
profitable restaurant without incurring
the cost themselves.

• Our OCR technology saves restaurants
20 hours of data entry every month
• Received a grant from the Quebec
tourism ministry
• Signed a contract with ITHQ, the largest
hospitality school in Canada

Participants
Place of birth

Christopher Wells
Montreal, Canada

Incorporation Date: June 2018

Oz Trachtman

Ramat-Gan, Israel
Contact: christopher@piecemeal.io

RITHMIK SOLUTIONS
About

Key facts

Rithmik Solutions leverages artificial
intelligence for predictive maintenance
of mobile mining equipment. Its Asset
Health Analyzer (AHA) runs a virtual model
of a healthy asset alongside its physical
counterpart. When the equipment deviates
even slightly from its ideal, the algorithms
detect those deviations and provide insight
so users can better judge when and how to
implement repairs.

• 17 years of combined experience
gathering and analyzing data from mobile
mining equipment
• Completed POC for AHA on mining
haul trucks and blasthole drills
• AHA is brand-agnostic and works
in extreme conditions

Participants
Place of birth

Amanda Truscott
Victoria, Canada

Kevin Urbanski

Beausejour, Canada

Incorporation Date: February 2018

Contact: amandatruscott@rithmik.com

SEEKSHIFT
About

Key facts

SeekShift simplifies animation for computergenerated film and video game production the same
way Wix simplifies website design. We empower
creative directors to control virtual actors (3D
characters) in real time using voice commands.
Intuitive commands control the body movement
and facial expressions of virtual actors the same way
highly skilled animators use software to generate
performances. Our AI leverages computer vision,
deep learning and natural language processing
to produce computer-generated films and video
games far faster and cheaper than ever before.

• AI transforming computer-generated film
production – bringing mind to reality
instantaneously
• Proprietary IP detects facial expressions
using phone and web cameras
• Founded by senior technical director in
Hollywood film and venture capitalist

Participants
Place of birth

Ben McDade

Halifax, Canada
Incorporation Date: May 2019

Dwayne Elahie

Montreal, Canada
Contact: ben.mcdade@seekshift.net

SHADDARI
About

Key facts

Shaddari is a precision medicine company
that offers hospitals tools to rapidly assess
the right dose of a drug in an emergency
situation and thus prevent the more than
2 million medication accidents that happen
every year in North America. Our goal is
to help doctors safely treat their patients
at the most individualized precision level
using artificial intelligence.

• Built a team of 10 highly skilled people
in 8 months
• Figured out all the steps of our sales
cycle and closed leads internationally
• Have found a high-potential new vertical
beyond the obvious application of our
tech that is an even lower-hanging fruit

Participants
Place of birth

Abbass Abbassi
N’Djamena, Chad

Huy Son Pham

Montreal, Canada

Incorporation Date: November 2018

Contact: info@shaddari.com

SKULLSCAN
About

Key facts

Skullscan creates ultra-realistic avatars
of humans from a single photo using
proprietary AI-driven software. Our
technology doesn’t require any additional
hardware, is very easy to use and produces
lifelike results in seconds. Our 3D models
are compatible with most major 3D editors
and can be used in a wide range of
3D applications.

• Most realistic 3D avatar generation
technology on the market
• Single photo to animated 3D avatar
in under 10 seconds
• Signed Proctor & Gamble as 1st major
client for a project in the virtual
try-on space

Participants
Place of birth

Fady Soliman
Cairo, Egypt

Incorporation Date: April 2016

Andrew Velan

Montreal, Canada

Marc Cotran

Montreal, Canada

Contact: andrew@skullscan.com

UPSCALE
TECHNOLOGY
About

Key facts

Upscale Technology was founded around a
common passion for music. These days, most
musicians can’t make a living from royalties.
They adapt and turn into touring musicians to
earn money. But tour planning can be hard and
costly. With all the venues out there, it’s very
difficult to predict if the on-site experience
will be optimized for each band. At Upscale,
we use statistical learning and deep learning
to optimize sound and audience management
at each venue.

• Over $125,000 in subsidies and grants
• Over 2,000 sound checks successfully
done by Uptune
• Collaboration with leading experts
in acoustics and signal processing

Participants
Place of birth

Francis Masse

Sami Cheref

Laval, Quebec

Incorporation Date:

Alger, Algeria
August 2017

Contact: hi@upscale-technology.com

WATERGEEKS.IO
About

Key facts

Watergeeks.io leverages AI to accelerate
the circular economy in the water industry.
Our intelligent B2B platform and AI-based
inventory/listing service allows the water
industry to connect and exchange industrial
equipment with unprecedented ease and
speed. Our solution creates new revenue
streams, shortens downtimes and reduces
the environmental impacts associated with
equipment failure.

• Winner of the Cooperathon 18 –
Desjardins Entrepreneurial competition in
3 categories: Grand Prize, Hydro-Québec
Energy Prize, David Suzuki Prize
• Close to $200K in non-dilutive
funds raised
• Pilots with 10 clients to be onboarded
by the end of September 2019

Participants
Place of birth

Géraldine Jippé
Paris, France

Incorporation Date: May 2019

Isabelle Fotsing

Yaounde, Cameroon
Contact: info@watergeeks.io

Notes

THANK YOU TO OUR

GENEROUS
PARTNERS

APPLICATIONS
BEING ACCEPTED
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DEADLINE: JANUARY 6, 2020
NEXT COHORT: MARCH 2020

nextai.com

